
of the boots made by one of the big 
German companies, but now I have 
been won over by the Italians.

Boots like these are much more 
capable than “trekking” or “hiking” 
versions. They offer more ankle 
support, allow you to kick your toe 
into snow or really steep ground, and 
they make rocky scrambles and steep 
traverses much easier. A stiff-soled 

boot allows you to perch 
your toe on a rocky ledge 
and stand up; it is the 
opposite of how a climbing 

shoe works but is effective. 
The stiff soles allow you to traverse 

steep slopes on the edges of your 
soles. If you are out on big hills, in  
the winter, a good pair of mountain 
boots will make all the difference  
to your safety and success.

I love good boots; to be precise,  
I love a certain type of high-ankle, 
stiff-soled, full-grain leather 
boots that can tackle anything 

short of technical mountaineering. 
I’ve worn this type of boot since my 
teens; I have shot in them, stalked in 
them, beat in them, climbed Skye’s 
Inaccessible Pinnacle in them. They 
do take an amount of getting 
used to — they don’t 
flex in the sole like most 
boots do; instead, they 
rock forward, which 
feels unnatural at first. 
They are also heavier 
and warmer than more 
flexible boots. 

I’ve had eye-
wateringly expensive 
Italian ones bought brand new, cheap 
army surplus ones broken in by 
the German army’s elite mountain 
troops — those boots did a season then 
were thrown out — and all shades in 
between. For years I have been a fan 
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Most of the best-quality mountain 
boots in the world come from 
Germany and Italy. A small group 
of companies have the expertise 
in design, skilled workers and 
easy access to the kind of terrain 
necessary to test their boots. One of 
those companies is the Italian firm 
Zamberlan, whose factory is at the 
base of the limestone mountains 

called the Piccole Dolomiti in 
northern Italy. The Piccole Dolomiti 
are not as impressive as their larger 
cousins, the Dolomites, but they are 
serious mountains nonetheless and 
need serious boots to tackle them.

Zamberlan is a third-generation 
family firm that has built a name for 
superb quality. Touring the factory 
with Marco Zamberlan, the grandson 
of the founder, it is easy to see how 

Small but 
Dolo-mighty
Whether you are rough shooting, walking-up or stalking, you need  
a stout pair of boots. Matt Cross thinks he’s found the perfect pair
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“The Piccole Dolomiti are serious mountains 
and need serious boots to tackle them”



Shooting kit

SHOOTING TIMES & COUNTRY MAGAZINE • 33

it got this reputation. The leather is 
scanned and checked for tolerances of 
0.2mm, the Gore-Tex liners are hand 
sewn and every liner is inflated in  
a water bath to test its waterproofing 
and breathability. Rubber welts are 
sanded so they sit flush with the boot 
surface. Completed boots are filled 
with water and centrifuged — if water 
can’t get out, it can’t get in. The end 
result is a blend of skilled handmaking 
and incredible machinery.

Priority
Quality is the overriding priority for 
Zamberlan. Less than one per cent 
of the boots it sells are ever returned. 
When I asked Marco where his office 
is, he gestured round the factory floor 
and said: “This is my office. I am here 
all the time.” The boots go out of the 
door with his name on them and he 
wants to see them being made.

Zamberlan makes footwear for 
all sorts of activities, from light 
hiking boots through to technical 
mountaineering boots and even 
dry tooling boots with a built-in 
crampon. Specialist hunting boots 
are a relatively new venture for the 

company. After walking the factory,  
I was given a pair of Zamberlan’s 1005 
Hunter Pro GTX boots to try. They 
are from the new Hunting range and 
are described as an “extreme level 
boot, for mountain hunting on harsh 
and difficult terrain. Protective and 
sturdy.” They are beautifully made, 
finished to exacting standards. Loving 
mountain boots as I do, I was keen to 
see if they were any good.

They got a whole series of tests, 
most of them incidental. My hand 
baggage-only ticket meant that they 
had to come home on my feet; not 
conventional wear for an aeroplane, 
but very comfortable. Then I had  
a job to do on a Yorkshire grouse 
moor, with a few miles to walk and 
some rocks to hop about on. Not  
really a challenge for such boots,  
but they did it effortlessly. 

The best test I have put them to 
yet was at home in the south-west of 
Scotland. The Galloway hills aren’t 
the Piccole Dolomiti but they have 
plenty of ground that is as rough 
as any you are going to encounter 
hunting in the UK. Hill roe stalking  
on a steep rocky Galloway grouse 

moor offered a great chance to put the 
boots through their paces. 

Hard ground
My host told me apologetically: “It 
will be more walking than stalking,” 
which suited me down to the ground. 
We walked and crawled over miles 
of rock and heather until, where the 
moor met the forest, we found and 
shot an incautious young buck. Then 
we took turns to drag him for more 
miles of hard ground. When we made 
it back to the truck, darkness was 
falling and I realised I hadn’t given  
a thought to my boots. They were the 
right boot on the right ground and 
they had performed brilliantly. 

Come October, just as the weather 
starts to turn grim, I will be heading 
to the mountains of Arran to stalk 
red deer. They are big beasts on big 
hills and hunting them is a tough task. 
There will be steep slopes, trappy 
clear-fells and many, many miles of 
walking. I will wear my Zamberlan 
Hunters and I have every confidence 
they will do the job to perfection. 

The 1005 Hunter 
Pro GTX is from 

Zamberlan’s new 
range and ideal for 
mountain hunting 

Zamberlan’s boots are made using a blend of 
skilled handmaking and incredible machinery. 
Left: The finished boot is tested in a water bath

On test: the right boots for the right ground


