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STALKING

Tikka T3X liTe SynTheTic rifle
hawke fronTier 2.5-15x50 Scope
Pairing up Tikka’s modified T3 and Hawke’s premium-quality new scope is a 
winning combination, finds Dominic Griffith – at a very respectable price 

wiTh a few tweaks, 
Tikka has 
relaunched its 

much-respected T3 lite as the 
T3X, adding just £30 to the price. 
This represents a self-confident 
move at a price-sensitive end of 
the market and is sure to win the 
company further market share 
once stalkers have had time to 
compare this product with others 
available at a similar price.

So are these modifications 
genuine improvements or 
cosmetic enhancements? in all 
honesty, a bit of both. while the 
steel recoil lug, which replaces an 
aluminium one, and the widened 
ejection port, which allows for 
much easier single-cartridge 
feed, are clear and measurable 
design improvements, i am less 
sure about the foam-filled stock, 
which is supposed to reduce 
noise if knocked in the field. a 
metal bolt shroud that replaces a 
plastic one and a slightly 
improved rail attachment point 
are of undeniable benefit, though 
i could discern no measurable 
reduction in recoil from the 
Tikka’s redesigned recoil pad. 
however, the stock has been 
redesigned to incorporate 
improved grip and it features an 
interchangeable pistol grip that 
allows you to change the style 
and angle of grip to suit the 
shooting discipline or position 

despite the trigger being set 
significantly too heavy. i 
struggled with the trigger at first, 
being used to my almost 
unbeatable Blaser aTZl Match/
hunting Trigger, but got used to 
taking up a certain amount of 
trigger pressure before applying 
the final push. There was no 
drag, the release was crisp but in 
my view adjustment from the 
factory setting is necessary and  
is a workshop job. nevertheless, 
a sub-½in group is an 
extraordinary achievement for a 
budget combination of rifle and 
scope, a union that would set you 
back no more than £1,600 new.

Just a short anecdote to finish. 
a friend of mine who loves 
equipment and is techy has 
recently traded in all his rifles 
including, unbelievably, his 
beloved Blaser, and has gone 
back to his first purchase: a Tikka 
T3. his words: “why would you 
want anything else?”

663g, the finished product has 
multicoated lenses and is 
guaranteed waterproof, fog-
proof and shock proof, and is 
supplied with a readily fitted 
sunshade. The scope features 
low-profile turrets with ¼in 
adjustment at 100yd, an 11-stop 
graded reticule illumination and 
parallax correction from 10m to 
infinity. The turrets can be reset 
to zero once zero is achieved. 
There is a choice of reticule: the 
TMX long-range target reticule, 
which allows up to eight mils of 
holdover and three mils of 
windage in each direction; or  
the lr Dot reticule, with a  
series of graduated horizontal 
aim points, that is perhaps  
more suited to normal stalking 
activities. The magnification  
ring has a soft rubber grip for 
ease of adjustment.

The test rifle was in .243, 
moderated with a Stallon 
moderator. The scope was 
mounted at the range using 
Sportsmatch Tikka Mounts and 
the rifle zeroed in half-a-dozen 
shots. it adjusted in a predictable 
pattern and the lr Dot reticule, 
which pretty well exactly covered 
the bull at 100m, proved 
perfectly adequate for a tight 
group. Both Derek Boyes from 
GMk, whose range we used, and 
i achieved sub-½in group using 
100gr federal ammunition 

The T3X (top) has a steel recoil lug; the new 
Hawke scope (above) has been recoil tested

being adopted. i’m not sure if this 
is game-changing but it is 
innovative and interesting. There 
is also an optional wide fore-end, 
which can be fitted over the 
original fore-end and secured via 
the sling swivel. This could be 
useful for creating a more stable 
platform for a bipod and may also 
help when shooting from a solid 
flat surface, such as a high seat.

The real importance is in its 
provenance. The T3 lite has for 
some years enjoyed the respect of 
Uk deerstalkers as a reliable, 
robust and accurate rifle for all 
seasons and circumstances. That 
has not changed, because the 
barrel, action and magazine of 
the T3X are identical in all detail 
except for the metal bolt shroud 
and steel recoil lug. So it shoots 
straight (guaranteed to 1Moa), 
weighs little (just about 6lb) and 
will withstand daily usage, 
recreational or professional.

The frontier range of hawke 
scopes represents its premium 
quality. with exceptional clarity 
throughout the field of view and 
a crisp image, this scope 
compares well to the big names of 
Zeiss and Swarovski but will set 
you back only a fraction of the 
price. Based on a 30mm tube and 
made from high-grade, matt-
black, anodised aluminium, each 
scope is recoil tested and nitrogen 
purged before sale. weighing 

The Tikka T3X Lite Stainless Synthetic Rifle, 
available from GMK RRP: £1,115
Additional Vertical Pistol Grip RRP: £14
Wide Fore-end Attachment RRP: £24 
Stallon Moderator W110 RRP: £270
www.gmk.co.uk

The Hawke Frontier 2.5-15x50 LR Dot IR 
available from RRP: £499
www.hawkeoptics.co.uk
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