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W e have waited a long time to 

see something new from Tikka. 

The world has embraced the 

T3 for a very long time, and arguably it’s 

one of the most popular off-the-shelf rifles 

on the planet. A combination of price point 

and truly excellent accuracy from a factory 

rifle has helped to establish the T3 as a 

benchmark. It also helped in the UK that it 

was chosen as the Forestry Commission’s 

working rifle. In some circles and forums 

it has almost formed a cult status, with 

vehement supporters quick to shout down 

anyone who suggests the T3 is any other 

than the perfect rifle; and of course, it is a 

real leader in terms of value for money.

There is no denying that the T3 is a great 

rifle, but it wasn’t without its faults. The 

market might hail any particular rifle as 

supreme, but the hierarchy of popularity is 

really a true reflection of the design. To judge, 

we need to have a more objective view 

than rifle owners reinforcing the praise of 

other owners. The Remington 700 is a great 

example of that. The momentum it built up 

on its inception was hard to stop, with many 

proclaiming its superiority many years after 

it really deserved that status. Today there are 

a number of rifles that have superseded the 

700 in terms of quality and value for money. 

Tikka for many years had its market 

position largely unchallenged. It wasn’t a 

total budget rifle – it sat somewhere between 

that and the mid-range Sako models. Tikka is 

of course a sister company to Sako, both now 

coming under Beretta ownership. In recent 

years the lines between the models and 

makes have blurred with the introduction of 

the Sako A7 range, making buying decisions 

a little more complicated. Tikka today faces 

competition from Howa, and although 

markedly less expensive, Bergara has also 

Byron Pace gets his hands on Tikka’s latest rifle, the T3x, 
to see how much it’s changed from the well loved T3

become a serious consideration for those 

looking at the T3 region of the market.

The T3 has accumulated a die-hard 

following in the world of foxing, where 

their varmint model has become the go-to 

option for the growing industry supplying 

accessories and hardware for the foxer. Here 

it certainly seems to be the front-runner.

Apart from the odd stock addition, the 

rifle has remained unchanged since its 

inception. Maybe unsurprisingly, Tikka was 

content to stick with a formula that worked 

for more than a decade. I can only assume 

that sales reflected positively enough for 

the company to not have to attempt a 

revamp of its flagship model. It must have 

been taking care of itself.

But this year we see a reincarnation 

of the T3: the T3x. We saw it for the first 

time as IWA, and it quickly became clear 

that Tikka had opted to retain the bulk of 

Evolution or 
revolution?
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the previous model’s qualities. Indeed the 

rifle hasn’t changed all that much. The 

T3x is not a new rifle – it is an improved 

version of the old T3. This was a bit of a 

surprise to me, as when I heard through 

the grapevine more than 12 months before 

that a new Tikka was in the works, I was 

expecting a major revamp after so many 

years with the same model. So I felt a little 

underwhemlmed – not because the rifle 

itself isn’t up to the job, but because it 

wasn’t what I had anticipated. Then again 

why move drastically away from something 

that’s so popular?

There is no getting around the direct 

T3 comparison, so let’s get to it. Tikka has 

listened and observed the market to see 

where the issues and gripes lay, and has in 

turn addressed these. So what’s different?

The stock is probably the most obvious 

change. The T3 stock was always fine, well-

shaped and ridged, comfortable but a little 

hollow as with most injection moulded 

stocks. The finish was nothing to remark on. 

It was plastic and that was about it (I can 

feel the daggers from all the Tikka fanboys 

now). It did exactly wat you needed from it 

but that was about all.

It doesn’t appear that the stock build has 

altered in any way – still the same black 

injection moulded synthetic finish – but the 

texture around the pistol grip and forestock 

has been re-designed. In fact, the pistol grip 

can be removed entirely and replaced with 

a choice of different grips to allow a variety 

of shooting positions and customisation. 

Popped out by removing a single screw, 

it’s a novel idea, although I wonder how 

many people will use the option. Would an 

interchangeable pistol grip be the deciding 

factor to pick one rifle over another? For 

you, maybe. For me, probably not. An extra 

fixing point under the front of the stock also 

allows for addition forestock options to be 

fitted in a similar way. Internally the stock 

has changed a little, with what Tikka calls 

noise reduction. Pulling off the recoil pad 

(which has also been updated to be softer 

and more recoil sensitive), the foam insert, 

which forms the noise reduction aspect, 

can be seen. This counters the somewhat 

hollow sound previously associated with 

the empty butt of the stock.

Tikka has listened when it came to one 

of the most common gripes: the plastic bolt 

shroud. At last it has adopted an all-metal 

construction. Otherwise the bolt and handle 

are identical to the old T3. It is one of the 

easiest cycling rifles on the market, and it’s 

worked without criticism or failure, so why 

change it? The twin-lugged, detachable 

handle, ejection and extraction of the T3 

remains. So do the standard three-cartridge, 

single-stack all-plastic magazine. Super light, 

clearly corrosion resistant, it isn’t spectacular 

but it works, is cheap and functions reliably. 

We even see the magazine used in the Lithgow 

rifles from Australia. The release catch sits in 

part of the synthetic bottom assembly, which 

remains unchanged, offering a positive ‘click’ 

when the mag is secured in place. It’s not 

the most robust-looking mechanism, but I 

haven’t ever heard of issues.

One has to look hard to notice any 

differences when it comes to the action 

and bolt assembly. Those astutely attentive 

The T3x has its quirky 
differences but it’s a T3 at heart

With a choice of pistol grips, the 
stock is semi-customisable

 It is one of the 
easiest cycling rifles 
on the market 
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will note the extra fixings on the top of 

the receiver, allowing more flexibility with 

mounting rails and bases. Along with being 

drilled and tapped, the T3x still sports a 

dovetail rail for the mounting of rings, and of 

course is suited to the excellent Optilocks 

which came with the rifle for review.

The Tikka T3 is known for the strength 

of the action – but the side ejection port 

design had one fairly major failure. It was 

a little awkward to single-load, but that 

wasn’t it – the real problem was that it 

was impossible to positively safety-check 

the chamber with your finger unless you 

had tiny fairy hands. For some this may be 

irrelevant, but personally, checking my rifle 

is unloaded in the failing light or at night 

can only be confirmed by the physical 

chamber check. Whether you agree with 

me on the importance of this is now a 

moot point, because the T3x has a widened 

port. It remains a side-ejection, with all the 

strength implications this enjoys, but just a 

little more generous in proportions.

Adopted by other manufacturres off 

the back for the simplicity and efficiency 

of manufacture, the floating recoil lug on 

the T3 has come across to the T3x. I have 

been critical of this design before. Clearly it 

works, there is no doubt. Looking purely at 

the design, however, it does seem obvious 

that compared to an integral or fixed lug 

system it isn’t going to be as strong. The 

bearing surface for recoil transfer really is 

fairly limited. As I have said before, in smaller 

calibres I doubt it makes any difference at all, 

but any weakness would be borne out as the 

cartridge size increases. As we all know the 

T3 shoots extremely well, but it’s also true 

that in magnum calibres there were issues 

with the alloy lug deforming under continued 

recoil. This problem has apparently been 

resolved on the T3x by replacing the alloy 

lug with a much stronger steel version. The 

stock-to-action interface is the same as 

before, so any aftermarket options when it 

comes to stocks will still apply.

Unsurprisingly the adjustable trigger 

has remained unchanged. Why would they 

alter a trigger that is already excellent 

and better than most? What was maybe 

expected from a T3 revamp was an update 

in the safety catch. With almost every other 

manufacturer moving to three-position or 

cocking levers, I can’t imagine it would 

have taken very much to offer a middle 

position on their rocker safety. In reality 

does it matter? Practically no. It wouldn’t 

actually play into my decision making 

process when buying a rifle. Safe practices 

should make a middle position or release 

tab like on a Sako 85 unnecessary. That said, 

the added comfort of being able to unload 

with the firing pin locked down is certainly 

something not to complain about, and I 

make use of it on the rifles I own, adding 

another level of safety.

The barrel, of course, comes from the 

same cold hammer forged stock as made 

famous by the T3 and Sako rifles, with the 

new T3x rifles already available in no fewer 

than 19 different models. Unlike with most 

new releases, there were already hunters 

with the T3x in their hands before this 

article was even written. Tikka’s operation 

for supply has been extremely slick.

To talk about how the rifle shoots is almost 

insulting to Tikka. It is no secret that the 

T3 shoots well, and the T3x is no better or 

worse. These rifles have an amazing ability 

to eat just about any ammo you can find 

and spit it out into something acceptable 

to hunt with. Get the ammo selection right, 

and they are one of the best.

Judging by the few conversations I have 

had, the T3x is already selling well. Would I 

trade in the T3 for one? It’s a tough call as to 

whether it really warrants it. But has Tikka 

made the rifle better? Yes, undoubtedly.

The basic blued T3x Lite is retailing online 

around the £795 mark, making it marginally 

more expensive than the old T3 right now. 

I would expect the older model’s prices to 

drop a little going forward. ■

More information on the Tikka T3x: 01489 
587500, www.gmk.co.uk

The bolt and action remain the same but 
the shroud has been upgraded to all-metal

The excellent Tikka trigger from the 
older T3 has been carried through
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