
I have recently received two shotguns for 
review from GMK, and they could not be 
more different. One is an exercise in 

traditional design, at least so far as its maker 
Beretta is concerned. The other, from Benelli, 
is entirely unconventional in every aspect. 

I have chosen to feature the former, for 
although the SL3 over-and-under is billed as a 
game gun, I believe it will attract the many clay 
shooters who, come the winter months, pursue 
the pheasant and the partridge with the same 
zeal they do their summer targets.

The acTion
The Beretta SL3 is not a sidelock as its 
designation suggests, and in one aspect of its 
design it is a fundamental departure so far as 
this maker is concerned. 

When, in the 1930s, Beretta introduced their 
first over-and-under in the form of the SO3, 
they were determined it should incorporate a 
low-profile action. They achieved this by 
positioning the breech fastening in the  
form of a cross-bolt above the explosion of  
the cartridge, and machined a system  

of reciprocating shoulders and wedges at  
the sides of the action and the barrels’  
breech ends. 

This arrangement is still to be seen on 
Beretta’s sidelock guns in the case of the SL3; 
a bifurcated bolt coming through the breech 
face (as originally developed by English 
makers) is employed. It is by far the most 
elegant kind of security for any form of 
over-and-under, which is why it is also to be 
found in the Perazzi. With a new low-profile 
action achieved, Beretta has exploited its 

Game if you are!
Beretta has adopted the most elegant and practical design for its new over-and-under 
and the result is a stunning gun for clays and game alike, writes Vic Harker
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specifications
beretta sl3 sporter:

 ■ Bore: 12-bore 18.5cm
 ■ action: Trigger plate
 ■ Barrel Length: 30" / 76cm
 ■ chamber: 3" / 76mm
 ■ chokes: Fixed Full & half

 (detachable chokes are an option)
 ■ rib: 5mm Parallel
 ■ Stock: Semi-pistol grip
 ■ Forend: Slim beavertail
 ■ Weight: 7lb 14oz / 3.572kG
 ■ SrP: £18,725     
 ■ Uk Distributor: GMk
 ■ Telephone: 01489 579 999
 ■ Website: www.gmk.co.uk

potential by further emphasising its elegant 
lines with raised side panels, boldly etched and 
extending to the top strap. An acanthus leaf 
engraving design covers the entire action body, 
extending to the top strap, the trigger guard 
and even the fore-end catch. As for the flat 
spring-trigger mechanism, it is mounted on the 
bottom plate but is non-detachable. 

The STock
The SL3 is stocked to a very high standard, 
incorporating a well-shaped semi-pistol grip, 
together with a slim tapered comb. It is clearly 
designed to complement the gun being 
brought to the shoulder from the classic 
‘gun-down’ position. 

The wood-to-metal fit is impeccable, 
although I would suggest it’s not best suited 
for instant interchangeability. The stock bolt 
can only be located after the careful removal of 
a chequered wooden plug in the butt. In this 
respect, the SL3 represents a problem if stock 
alterations are required. However, this takes 
nothing away from the SL3’s other qualities, 
but it will be interesting to see how stock 
alterations are accommodated if required. 

The shape of the fore-end wood is 
particularly well executed. Instead of a 
Schnabel style, which has become something 
of a cliché, a slim beavertail shape has been 
introduced. Incorporated into the SL3 
specification, this is a great improvement, both 
in practical terms and aesthetics, as it allows 
the shooter to place his hands comfortably in 
any position along the forearm. 

The BarrelS
The 30" tubes on my test gun were proofed to 
18.4mm and the fixed chokes equated to Half 
and Full. With an all-up barrel weight of 
1.488kg (3lb 4oz), the SL3’s 5mm width rib  
is clearly designed to keep weight down as  
a game gun, although a wider alternative  
is offered. 

The SL3 is also available with 
hand-detachable chokes, which I 
suspect would be the choice of most 
shooters who intend to shoot clays 
with this gun. ■
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a little less than 2oz under 8lb in weight, the SL3 is 
heavy for a game gun by conventional standards, 
and for this reason i immediately viewed it as 
highly suitable for use on Sporting clays. 

and so it proved. at the North Oxfordshire 
Shooting School, the SL3 demonstrated its 
potential on a wide variety of targets. Nowadays, 
the Sporter shotgun comes in a multiplicity of 
guises, incorporating features seen on every kind 
of gun including Trap and Skeet models. i am 
all for innovation, so far as design is concerned, 
so long as it is appropriate as to what the gun 
is intended for (although this is inevitably 
determined, at least to some degree, by personal 
taste). in my view, this precludes elaborate ribs 
of any kind, which in the case of Sporting clays 
usually represents a distraction rather than a help. 

as to the matter of stock and fore-end 
configuration, it must provide the 
maximum amount of 
comfortable movement and at 

the same time encourage a natural and pointable 
hold for both hands. This, i would suggest, 
excludes gun stocks with a tight radius for the grip 
and even palm swells which can feel restrictive. 

a stock and fore-end that provides a firm hold 
is essential, but one that restricts the natural 
posture of the shooter is to be avoided. i am 
pleased to report the SL3 avoids all these problems 
and allows a perfectly natural and consistent gun 
mount at every height and range. in this, at least 
for me and for one or two others whose experience 
and judgement i trust, the SL3 provided just that, 
and therefore comes highly recommended. 

My conclusions are that it represents one of 
the most usable over-and-unders Beretta has 
produced to date. The bifurcated locking bolt, 
and the low-profile action it creates, was ignored 
by Beretta for years in favour of other ideas, but 
they have now embraced the system and utilised 
it to its best advantage – and for that they should 

be congratulated.

21www.clayshootermagazine.com


